[A case of Sweet's syndrome (acute febrile neutrophilic dermatosis) showing transient jargon aphasia].
A 54-year-old woman visited our emergency service complaining of a severe language disturbance. She was fluently speaking something but most of the words were merely meaningless syllables. This jargon state lasted only four hours, then her abnormal speech rapidly and completely recovered within 24 hours. She had also suffered from painful oral ulcers, fever and erythema-like eruptions on her face for about three weeks. Skin biopsy of a facial lesion revealed a dense infiltrate of neutrophils in the dermis and minimal features of vasculitis, which, with other typical clinical findings, led us to the diagnosis of Sweet's syndrome. Although head CT scans, MRIs, MRA or SPECT could not detect any brain lesions, a cerebrospinal fluid examination showed a mild pleocytosis of 38/mm3 with 47% polymorphonuclear cells. There have been a few case reports on Sweet's syndrome accompanying neurologic symptoms, most of which are mild meningitis. We speculate that the transient aphasia was due to a focal lesion in the central nervous system attributable to Sweet's syndrome. Sweet's syndrome might bring inflammatory or ischemic lesions to the cerebrum as Behçet's disease.